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INTRODUCTION

Welding, cutting, and associated processes often take place in areas where failing
objects may be present. Failing objects may seriously injure or kill. Failing objects are
common problems on construction and demolition sites of all kinds, from buildings to
bridges, and are also often a problem during maintenance work.

HOW TO PROTECT AGAINST FALLING OBJECTS

• Wear approved head and foot protection.

• Be alert and aware of your total work environment and any possible overhead objects
before you start working.

• Place a safety net or equivalent below overhead work.

• Follow safe work practices when working below overhead activities.

• Notify others of overhead work and any changing job conditions.

• Remember, a welding helmet or goggles restricts vision and may prevent taking the
action necessary to avoid falling objects.

• Post areas where failing objects are a hazard.

HOW TO PREVENT FALLING OBJECTS

• Be certain that material being welded or cut is secured from failing.

• Do not permit loose objects near the edge 19 of overhead structures.

• Cover floor and wall openings.

• Use toe boards with guardrails.
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• Do not kick, throw, or push anything off overhead structures this includes electrode
stubs and scrap metal.

• Do not create failing objects for others—be alert to all your actions.
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