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Disclaimer
This material was produced under grant number 46G3-HT04 
from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. 
Department of Labor.  It does not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the U.S. Department of Labor, nor does mention of 
trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply en-
dorsement by the U.S. government.

This booklet was produced by K-State Research and Extension, 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas.

The information in this publication has been compiled from a vari-
ety of sources believed to be reliable and to represent the best cur-
rent opinion on the subject.  However, neither K-State Research 
and Extension nor its authors guarantee accuracy or completeness 
of any information contained in this publication, and neither 
K-State Research and Extension or its authors shall be responsible 
for any errors, omissions, or damages arising out of the use of this 
information.  Additional safety measures may be required under 
particular circumstances.
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This booklet teaches important safety practices to use when operat-
ing or working near skid steer loaders.  It is designed to use with 
hands-on safety training and the equipment operator’s manual, not 
to replace them.

Unsafe work practices injure and kill.  This booklet will teach you 
the dangers of working with a skid steer loader to help you avoid 
injury or death.  We combine safety tips with real accident reports 
to show how accidents have happened on the job and how they 
can be prevented.

What’s in This for 
Me?
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Lesson 1
Objectives

1. List the two most commonly 
reported causes of death from 
skid steer loaders.

2. Interpret the meaning of com-
monly posted warning signs.

Take Control of  
Your Own Safety
Greatest Dangers
Skid steer loaders can be dangerous if you do not observe certain 
safety precautions.  Injuries and death are preventable.  The most 
commonly reported causes of serious injury and death using skid 
steer loaders are:

1. Crushed by moving parts
 

2. Rollover Accidents

Summary of OSHA Accident Inspection 107225617

A tree had been cut down and the operator was trying to pull 
it uphill with a skid steer loader.  The tree shifted and caused 
the loader to tip and roll down the hill.  The operator was 
thrown from the cab and crushed to death as the loader rolled 
over him.  The operator was not wearing a seat belt.

 

When operated improperly, skid steer loaders 
can overturn, especially handling heavy loads 
or operating on uneven ground.

Accident Report
Operator Crushed When Loader Rolls Over

NIOSH Accident #3, Publication No. 98-117

After starting a skid steer loader, the operator raised the 
bucket and then wiggled under or climbed over the safety bar 
and got out of the cab.  Once outside, he leaned into the cab 
beneath the bucket in front of the loader.  Unexpectedly, the 
bucket lowered, pinned the operator’s chest against the frame 
of the loader and crushed him to death.

Never leave the operator’s station when the 
engine is running or the lift arms are raised.

Accident Report
Operator Crushed Working Under Raised Attachment
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Help Yourself
Safe work habits are important.  Here are three actions you can 
take to be safe on the job site.

1.  Learn all you can.  
To prevent accidents with skid steer loaders, read and follow 
directions in the equipment operator’s manual.  Pay attention 
to safety instructions in the manual and to warning labels you 
see on the equipment.  If you have questions, stop and ask 
your supervisor before you continue.

2.  Concentrate on working safely.
Sometimes you may be tempted to take risky shortcuts.  Re-
member that an accident can leave you permanently injured 
or cut your life short.  For your safety and the safety of those 
around you, do not take unnecessary risks.  No deadline is so 
pressing you can’t take the time to do your work safely.

3.  Additional Precautions
Do not operate machinery if you are tired or have taken drugs 
or alcohol.  If you are on medication, discuss with your doctor 
or pharmacist if you are capable of safely operating machinery.

 

Choose safety 

Summary of OSHA Accident Inspection Number 125340379

The operator of a skid steer loader was driving with a load of 
soil in the bucket.  The loader hit a rock and tipped forward, 
throwing the operator to the ground.  The loader ran over the 
operator and pinned him beneath the front wheels.  The op-
erator died at the scene.  An investigation showed the safety 
belt was missing its buckle.

Report any missing or damaged safety 
equipment to your supervisor

Accident Report
Operator Thrown From Loader and Run Over
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